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Mouse River Plan PROGRESS was developed by 
the Souris River Joint Board and its’ partners to 
keep project stakeholders, constituents, and the 
region updated on the progress of the Mouse River 
Enhanced Flood Protection Project (MREFPP). The 
MREFPP is a basin-wide endeavor focusing on 
flood risk reduction along the Mouse River. The 
estimated $1 billion project was initiated following 
the devastating 2011 flood and is anticipated to be 
completed in 20 years.
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Work on the Phase MI-1 Fourth Avenue flood protection project 
in May focused primarily on the excavation that is needed to build 
the Broadway Pump Station. Located at the corner of Broadway and 
Fourth Avenue, this key piece of infrastructure will ensure storm water 
from the north side of Minot is removed from the “dry” side of the 
flood protection during a rain event that occurs during high Souris 
River levels. The project’s general contractor, Park Construction, spent 
more than three weeks removing thousands of dump truck loads of soil 
(at a pace of about 1,500 cubic yards a day). The contractor plans on 
continuing to excavate the exploration trench and installing the rebar 
needed to form the discharge chamber base slab in June. 

Utility companies with infrastructure along the Fourth Avenue 
construction corridor wrapped up a majority of their relocation work 
in May. This included an SRT fiber optic cable re-route, the re-direction 
of Xcel Energy overhead power lines, and the repositioning of MDU 
natural gas lines. The timeline in this section of the project will pick 
back up after the Sundre line re-route is complete in south Minot and 
soon-to-be-delivered underground structures are on site. Homes and 
businesses near this portion of the project remain accessible at various 
points from north, east, and west. 

Please remember, the closure of Fourth Avenue 
NE/NW is scheduled to last the majority of 2018.

The closure starts at Broadway and goes east until Second Street NE. 
A detour route is clearly marked that includes using Sixth Avenue NE/
NW for through traffic.

The Phase MI-1 4th Avenue urban flood control project includes 
levees, approximately 2,250 feet of floodwalls, a major pump station 
at the southwest corner of Broadway and Fourth Avenue NW, and 
realignment of 4th Avenue to provide ample setback from the river.

P H A S E  M I - 1  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D AT E
4TH AVE/PUMP STATION

P H A S E  B U - 1 A

A portion of the flood protection in Burlington 
is being fast-tracked. This portion of the overall 
flood protection for the City of Burlington is 
a crucial piece, with standalone benefits. The 
Colton Avenue Bridge in Burlington represents 
a hydraulic bottleneck on the Mouse River 
system. The proposed design calls for the 
existing 120-foot bridge to be replaced with 
a structure that spans 280 feet. The roadway 
immediately adjacent to the structure will be 
raised to an elevation corresponding with the 
flood of record water surface elevation. As a 
result, the bridge will be open during large 
floods. This is an important feature in the 
basin for emergency operational logistics. The 
closest resilient crossing downstream of Colton 
Avenue is at the Highway 83 Bypass in Minot 
(6 miles away), and the closest resilient crossing 
upstream is the Lake Darling Dam (18 miles 
away).  

The total estimated cost of this project is $3.9 
million. With the $20.5 million cost savings 
from the lower than expected bids for Phases 
MI-1, 2, and 3, in April the State Water 
Commission approved shifting funds which 
were previously allocated for construction of 
Phases MI-1, 2, and 3 to the construction of the 
Burlington Bridge.

Phase BU-1A Burlington Bridge is in the final 
stages of design and permitting and is expected 
to be bid this fall.



Construction is in full swing and rapidly 
progressing on the improvements of Phase 
2 and 3 of the Mouse River Enhanced Flood 
Protection Project. The contractor, Wagner 
Construction, has been focusing on the 
western portion of Phase 2 which is the 
area between the US Hwy 83 Bypass and 
the Perkett Ditch Pump Station near the 
intersection of 7th Avenue SW and 20th Street 
SW. Earthwork for the new levee is beginning 
to take shape on the western portion of the 
project near the Dakota Bark Park and Jack 
Hoeven Baseball Fields. Approximately 1,500 
feet of existing levee has been removed and 
rebuilt to a higher level of protection and is 
increasing daily at a rate approaching 5,000 
cubic yards per day. 

Utility construction related to flood protection 
has also been progressing in past weeks. 
Storm sewer along the Perkett Ditch drainage 
system has been installed including the new 
precast concrete box culvert that will direct 
storm water to the proposed pump station 
that is also currently under construction 
with foundation work. New watermain and 
sanitary sewer along 7th Avenue SW has been 
installed and will allow for the extension of 
7th Avenue SW between 20th Street SW and 
22nd Street SW which will begin taking shape 
in the near future. 

Geotechnical construction has been 
completed in preparation for several key 
structures along the levee. Wick drains have 
been installed at the locations of the 16th Street 
SW closure structure as well as the Perkett 
Ditch Gatewell. Geotechnical monitoring 
equipment has been installed to monitor 
settlement once the preconsolidation piles are 
constructed. The preconsolidation piles and 
wick drains will allow for settlement to occur 
prior to constructing the structure to ensure 
the flood project system is not compromised 
as a result of post construction settlement. 

The Bark Park will continue to be located at 
the temporary location on the north side of 
7th Avenue SW.  In order to avoid any extra 
construction related traffic delays it’s advised 
to access the Bark Park and Hoeven Fields 
from the US Highway 83 Bypass. Both the 
Bark Park and Hoeven Fields will remain 
open throughout construction. Wee Links 
should be accessed from 16th Street SW. 
Temporary road closures or restrictions are 
likely to occur along 7th Avenue SW as utility 
work is completed in that area.  

Upcoming construction will include 
continuing earthwork for levee construction, 
utility and roadway work along 7th Avenue 
SW, preconsolidation for the structures, and 
construction of the new Perkett Ditch Pump 
Station and Wee Links irrigation building. 

P H A S E  M I - 2  &  M I - 3  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D AT E
NAPA VALLEY/FOREST ROAD

Road closure along 4th Avenue re-routes 
traffic to 6th Avenue NE/NW.

Dirt work at the future location of the 
Broadway Pump Station.

Wik drains placed at preconsolidation pile 
sites near Wee Links and Forest Road.

The future site of the Perkett Ditch Pump 
Station and Wee Links irrigation building.

M I - 1

M I - 1

M I - 2 / 3

M I - 2 / 3



A NOTE 

FROM OUR 

PROJECT 

ENGINEERS
As flood control is built to protect the future of the Mouse River Basin, 
there have been opportunities to reflect on the past. Registered 
Professional Archaeologist, Cameon Eisenzimmer, has assisted in 
uncovering, documenting, and preserving this history. 

UNCOVERING HISTORY

 
StARR Program
 
The StARR Program was developed by the Souris River Joint 
Board as a potential solution to address continuous flooding 
challenges for private landowners throughout the rural areas 
of the Mouse River Basin. The program contains options for 
landowners to receive assistance through funding from the ND 
State Water Commission, City of Minot Sales Tax collections 
directed at flood protection, and a local share of 5%, for the 
purpose of structure acquisition and demolition, structure 
relocation, or the ring diking of property.

Through individual meetings with interested property owners beginning in 2016, the participants and the StARR 
Program staff determined the best solution for each unique situation. Program participants’ structures ranged from one 
single-family home to a dozen structures including barns, stables, quonsets, sheds, and grain bins. Appraisals, offers, 
acquisitions, demolitions, and relocations have been ongoing since 2016. To date the program has acquired 119 structures 
and assisted in 3 relocations – including a single family home located dangerously close to the eroding river bank – 
involving 28 participants located throughout McHenry, Ward, and Renville counties. 

Renville County Graves
In the late nineteenth century/early twentieth century, an infant and a young juvenile passed away. They were buried at their family 
homestead in Renville County, near the bank of the Mouse River. Over the past 120 years, erosion had eaten away at the river bank 
leaving the burials at risk of falling into the river. The SRJB facilitated the exhumation and reinterment of these individuals. The 
skeletal remains which were uncovered were analyzed and found to be consistent with the family history. The family was happy and 
relieved to be able to lay them to rest in Rosehill Cemetery, Mohall, North Dakota.

Bison Bones
On May 9, 2018, Park Construction encountered what appeared to be bones during excavation for the Phase MI-1 storm water pump 
station. Work was halted, and professional staff arrived to perform a preliminary determination investigation. Upon inspection and 
examination, animal skeletal remains and other materials including fire cracked rock, burnt wood, and shells were found. These items 
were documented, removed from the site, and are being safely stored (curated). The items were discovered approximately 20 feet 
below the surface, adjacent to the riverbank. A formal determination could not be made because of environmental conditions of the 
location including high water table and sandy soils, but the items show characteristics of a prehistoric camp site. 

1- Large Mammal Vertebrae 2- Large Mammal Cannon Bone 3- Burnt Wood 5- Large Mammal Skeletal Remain4- Burnt/Fractured 
Large Mammal Cannon
and Bivalve Shell




